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rocket. Here’s the money; and they paid me half a
million pounds for it.

And how often do you consider the possibility
that something might go wrong?

I think about it every day, you know. I've built a
lot of rockets. Most of them have worked really
well, some haven’t, and I think about that every
day.
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Yeah ... Yeah. Well, they just didn't get it.“Oh it's
marvellous, but they should spend the money on
something better’kind of aitude

Lots of young boys will have had exactly that
Kind of experience themselves but very few of
them will now have a busines that is making
vocket. Did you ahwaysfel that eventuslly you
would get 0 do it professionally!

Tept it prety quict. 10, 15 years ago you start
talking about space fourism and peoplc hey
think youlre nuts,so you keep that kind of thing
10 yourself

Why do we really need to do that, though? |
mean, is ther actually any necesity o have more
humans in space?

‘Wel, thatspretty much where the human race
needs 0 be you know, in terms of expansion.
You know there’s enough resources in space 1o
allow the human race o contine to grow and
expand for the next 10 thousand yeas,

What kind of taining do you have o do i order
10 g0 up in the rocket?

Actually,one of the most important things we do
s skydiving raining, We feel that i you haven't
5ot what it takes  jump out of an airplane with
a parachute,you rally shouldn' be srapping
yourself o the top of 3 17-ton rocket,

These two other people who've alrcady booked
their place on your Thundersar, do you know
who they aret

Absolutly Pve taken their money.

Righ.

Well, . couple. 162 people that want o fly in
space and they came to me s few years ago and.
basicall they said Steve we wan 1o fl i the
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Interviewer (Fi Glover, Saturday Live, BBC)

(eve Bennet
Steve Bennett' ambition was to be a rocket
tst.A few years ago he almost won a £10
ion prizc, the X prize. Now Steve is building a
rocket that willtake him and 2 passengers up into
space. He believes that space tourism is not really
that far away.
Space tourism s just about to happen, There are.
quite a lot of people around the world actually
putting a lot of money into space tourism. So
it's simply a question of when not if. You know,
just as the Internet made billionaires, well space
tourism i going to make trillionaires. And all
the big names are at it - you've got Jeff Bezos,
he did Amazon.com, he's building his own
spaceship; you've got Richard Branson, even he's
commissioning someone to build a spaceship for
him. So it really is going o happen.
And what are you intending 1o take people into
space in? What is your rocket?
A rocket that can carry 3 people into space.
We're not going into orbit. Its going straight
up,staight down, but it will go into space, il
give you about 3 or 4 minutes of weightlessness,
you'll see the blackness of space, the curvature.
of the earth and you really vill truly become an
astronaut jus ke the early American astronauts.
‘And you're going to be on of the people who
goes up,50 i's going o be you and two space
tourists. Have you been up i this exact rocket
before Steve?
No, we're sill working on this one. We've
launched 16 big rockets o date, but this actual
space tourism rocket, called ‘Thunderstar’ we'rc
still working on i, we're still building it | as
influenced as a small child watching to0 many
episodes of Thunderbirds, | think.
Were you very much struck by the frst moon
landings as well?
‘Yup. I was about 5 years old when they landed on
the moon. Erm, my parents wouldn't let me stay
up 10 watch the actual landing which was a bit of
ashame.
How mean!
eah ... Yeah. Well, they just didn't gt t.‘Oh it
marvellous, but the
‘something better’ ki





